
The Junior Cycle Programme 

 

 

Junior Cycle places the student at the centre of the learning process. The new Junior 
Cycle is made up of subjects and short courses. There is a focus on literacy, numeracy 
and the development of eight key skills. Students will experience new approaches to 
assessment and reporting. The Junior Cycle will also incorporate a range of other 
learning experiences. Students will also engage in an area of learning entitled 
Wellbeing. 
 
All students, will study new specifications in all subjects. Underpinning the new junior 
cycle are a set of eight principles, eight key skills and twenty four statements of 
learning.  Students will encounter a rich educational experience. Students will have 
access to a varied curriculum, one that encourages the development of knowledge, 
skills and values. 
  

Key Skills 
 
Eight key skills permeate the entire curriculum. Through engaging with their range of 
subjects, students’ key skills will evolve. Students will actively engage with learning; 
take greater ownership for their learning; use digital technology and be encouraged to 
problem solve and think both creatively and critically. 

 

 



  

Assessment & Reporting 
 
Junior cycle students will receive a new Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA). 
The JCPA will report on a number of areas, including: 
 

1.    State Examinations Commission (SEC) Grades 
2.    Classroom Based Assessments 
3.    Other Learning Experiences 
 
 

Sample JCPA 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 



Classroom Based Assessments and Assessment Tasks 

 
Classroom Based Assessments (CBAs) provide students with opportunities to 
demonstrate their learning and skills in ways not possible in a pen and paper 
examination, for example, their verbal communication and investigation skills.  CBAs 
will be undertaken in all subjects and are facilitated by the classroom teacher. CBAs 
will be undertaken during a defined time period, within normal class time and to a 
national timetable. Students will complete one CBA in second year and one in third 
year. With the exception being in Irish, with students completing CBA1 & CBA2 in 3rd 
year. 
 
Once the second CBA is completed students in 3rd year will complete a written 
Assessment Task.  This task, set by the National Council for Curriculum and 
Assessment (NCCA), is undertaken during normal class time and will be sent to the 
State Examinations Commission (SEC) for marking. This Assessment Task will be 
worth 10% of the overall mark in the case of most subjects.  
 
CBAs will be reported on in the JCPA using the following descriptors: 
• Exceptional 
• Above Expectations 
• In Line with Expectations 
• Yet to Meet Expectations 
 
 
Terminal Exams 
 
At the end of third year, students will sit the final SEC examination in June. Exams will 
be of two hours duration or less. 
Core subjects: English, Maths and Irish will be offered at higher and ordinary level. All 
other subjects will be studied at common level.  
 

 



Short Courses 
 
A short course is designed for approximately 100 hours of student engagement across 
two or three years of the junior cycle. Short courses available in Goatstown ETSS 
currently include: Coding, , Artistic Performance, and Philosophy. 
  

Other Learning Experiences 
 
Students will have the opportunity to engage with a range of other learning 
experiences as part of their Junior Cycle programme and these can be recorded on 
the JCPA.  These learning experiences could include student engagement in a 
science fair, a musical performance, a debating competition or being a member of 
school clubs. 
  

Student Wellbeing 
 
Student wellbeing is an integral part in educational success and overall happiness.  As 
a result, Wellbeing has become a core part of the Junior Cycle programme.  This area 
of learning includes, amongst others, physical education, CSPE (civic, social and 
political education), SPHE (social, personal and health education), ethical education 
and student enrichment. 
  

For further information on the new Junior Cycle visit www.juniorcycle.ie 
 

http://www.juniorcycle.ie/
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